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tages, the Irish landed gentry have been unjustly treated and
reduced to a state of social impotence; the representation of
Ireland is very bad; public opinion, in Ireland, is feeble,
unsound, unhealthy. Yet, notwithstanding these undoubted
drawbacks, the Union, and the system of government that has
been a part of it, have been attended by immense and far
overbalancing good. Most of the grievances of the Ireland of
the past have been removed; the few that remain will soon
disappear; Ireland has made an extraordinary advance in
wealth; however it may be ascribed to the events of 1846-7, the
condition of the mass of the population shows an improvement,
which, sixty years ago, would have been thought impossible.
Nor has real moral and social progress been wanting; the
rebellious Ulster of 1793 is, in its Teutonic parts, devoted to
England; all Protestant Ireland, the Catholic gentry, an over-
whelming majority of the professional and commercial classes,
in a word, the wealth, the education and the thought of Ireland,
with rare exceptions, befriend the Union, and are deeply
attached to the British connection; the demand for " Repeal,"
or, for the same thing, " Home Rule," as the events of many
years have proved, has no real hold on the Irish masses; even the
peasant occupiers of the Irish soil, after the enormous benefits
.that have been lavished on them, appear disposed to rest and
be thankful, spite of the appeals of lay and sacerdotal dema-
gogues. But the most decisive proof of the good which the
Union has done, is that through the many troubles of well-nigh
a century, it has succeeded in making the law administered and
obeyed in Ireland in a way never known before; that it has
kept Protestant ascendency down, and made Catholic subjec-
tion a thing of the past; that It has maintained a salutary
restraint on waning Irish;factions; that if it has not effaced
the ills of distinctions of race and faith, it has checked the
worst animosities which grew out from them. In these im-
portant respects the contrast presented by the Ireland of